1996 Holding of the Supreme Court

of Connecticut:
Affirmative Obligations of the State

Duty to Provide Education: “Our Connecticut constitution... contains a fundamental right
to education and a corresponding affirmative state obligation to implement and maintain
that right.”

(238 Conn. 1 at 21)

Duty to Provide an Effective Remedy to Segregation: “[/]n the context of public educa-
tion, in which the state has an affirmative obligation...to equalize educational opportunity,
the state’s awareness of...severe racial and ethnic isolation imposes upon the state the re-

sponsibility to remedy ‘segregation.. because of race...”
(238 Conn. 1 at 29)

“Every passing day denies these children their constitutional right to a
substantially equal educational opportunity. Every passing day short-
changes these children in their ability to learn to contribute to their own
well-being and to that of this state and nation.”

Some of the Awards Won By Harlford Arvea Magnet Schools:

Greater Hariford Classicad Magnet
US News and World Report's Best High Schools

University High School of Science and Engineering
2008 Magnet School of Excellence Award

in America
Montessori Magnet School
Metropolitan Learning Center 2008 Magnet School of Excellence Award
Winner of the Goldman-Sachs Award for Excellence in
International Ediication 2004 Sport and Medical Sciences Academy

Named as a Magret School of Distinction by the Magnet US News and World Report's Best High Schools in America
Schools of America in 2002, 2004,2005, and 2006

(238 Conn. 1 at 46)

Sheff Movement >\Z

www.sheffmovement.org i

Hartford Area Magnet School List

Quality Integrated Education For All Children

Connecticut parents can choose from a range of public K-12 magnet schools.

These inter-district magnet schools in Greater Hartford are part of the public education system,
but generally offer a specialized theme or focus and are designed to meet Sheff v O'Neill inte-
gration goals. Most are built with state support and admission is usually by lottery.

Why Choose a Magnet School?

Magnet schools offer an academic focus or theme that may suit your child's interests and tal-
ents. Magnet schools also offer improved academic achievement; diverse student body; higher
attendance rates, graduation rates, and lower drop-out rates; and greater parental involvement.

Benefits of Integration
Studies increasingly show that students integrated settings gain a variety of advantages over
students attending segregated schools, including:

better critical thinking skills
better ability to form cross-racial friendships,
improved academic outcomes and graduation rates.

The regional magnet schools offer a far more racially and economically integrated student body
than most area public schools.

An integrated school, under Sheff standards, is a school where the percentage of "minority" stu-
dents (Black, Latino, Asian) does not exceed 30% of the regional average minority enrollment.
Under this definition, schools meeting the integration standard currently have at least 25%
white enrollment or more. Most of the magnet schools are also integrated economically as well.

Information in this list collected from school officials and public sources by the Sheff Movement.
Please contact us at (860) 509-3773 with comments or changes. Parents may get more infor-
mation and apply to any school through the CREC/Hartford Public Schools Joint Magnet office:

www. magnetedtication. org
385 Washington St. Hartford, CT 06106
(860) 757-6188
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